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HOW WE TEACH
PR PATRICK BODENMANN AND COLLEAGUES

CHAIR OF MEDICINE FOR POPULATIONS IN A SITUATION OF VULNERABILITY – FBM/UNIL
DEPARTMENT OF VULNERABILITIES AND SOCIAL MEDICINE – UNISANTÉ / LAUSANNE

Dr Santino Severoni’s visit -WHO

Lausanne, March 24th 2025
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Anti-racism

Barriers

Bias

Community equity

Community diversity

Cultural competence

DEI

Discrimination

Equality

Ethnicity

Gender identity

Health disparity

Immigrants

Implicit bias

Inclusion

LGBTQ

Marginalized

Minorities

People centered care

Promoting diversity

Racism

Social justice

Socioeconomic 

Stereotypes

Unconscious bias

Underserved

Vulnearble populations

Underrepresented
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Panorama
Pregraduate level (Lausanne, Fribourg, Geneva)

- Medical students, 1st year and  3rd year of Bachelor

- Medical students, 1st and second year of Master

- Optional course

- Master thesis

- Internship

Postgraduate level (Unisanté, CHUV)

- Residents and chief residents 

Continuous teaching

- CAS (Geneva, Lausanne-M Avendaño)

- Summer school (P Bodenmann, J Marti)

- National (Pharma Montana, Quadrimed, Sciences Po Paris, …) and International congresses (SSMI, SGIM, 
Sciences Po Paris…Lisbon)
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Pregraduate level (Lausanne, Fribourg, Geneva)

- Medical students, 1st year and  3rd year of Bachelor

- Medical students, 1st and second year of Master
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- Master thesis

- Internship

Postgraduate level (Unisanté, CHUV)

- Residents and chief residents 

Continuous teaching

- CAS (Geneva, Lausanne-M Avendaño)

- Summer school (P Bodenmann, J Marti)

- National (Pharma Montana, Quadrimed, Sciences Po Paris…) and International congresses (SSMI, SGIM, 
Sciences Po Paris…Lisbon)
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B1.5 MSC Anthropologie médicale : déterminants sociaux de la santé, migrations forces

B3.7 MSC Discrimination raciale et soins

B3.7 MSC La personne séro-positive dans son environnement (VIH, IST)

B3.7 MSC Santé, minorités, diversité (au-delà des frontières)

B3.6 MSC               IMmersion COmmunautaire (IMCO)

B 3.9, M1.9 Cours à option No 3 : Équité des soins, équité en santé : yes we can!

M1.5 / Généralisme Littératie en santé 

“Handicap” : personnes sourdes et malentendantes

M 2.6 / Généralisme Médecine carcérale

1ère - 2ème Master  Travaux de Master

3ème Master Stage Unisanté médecine communautaire / populations en situation de vulnérabilité (1 mois)

5
Pourquoi ? Profiles….

Curriculum : health inequities
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Chap 1.13 Kunz L & al. Comparaison des modalités d’enseignement des compétences cliniques transculturelles dans les différentes facultés de médecine 

suisse en 2018. Dans Bodenmann P, Jackson Y, Vu F, Wolff H. Vulnérabilités, diversités et équité en santé. 2ème édition, RMS 2022

Organisation 1 plénière + 3 séminaires….

Why? Profiles
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Medical students, 1st year of bachelor

Objectives

➢ Clinical vignette (from the norh to the south and return)

➢ Socio-political context, social epidemiology

➢ Concepts: forced migration, healthy migrant effect, impacts of forced 
migration, culture

➢ The « others »: Tbc, religiosity, communication (videos)

➢ « Us »: stereotypes (IAT) 

Durieux-Paillard S, Jackson Y.

Personnes migrantes en situation de vulnérabilité : contextualisation des besoins en santé et spécificités de la prise en charge. 

Bodenmann P, Jackson Y, Vu F et Wolff Y. Vulnérabilités, diversités et équité en santé. RMS 2ème édition 2022   (Chapitre 2.13)

7
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WHO

Every minute
8
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Medical students, 3rd year of bachelor
Objectives

➢ Concepts: vulnerability, equity

➢ Cross cultural competencies

• Communication

• Social determinants of health

• Transculturality

• Perceptions

➢ Racism (videos)

➢ LGBTIQA+ (people from)

➢ STIs (patient)

9
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Vulnerability

- Zagorac I. How should we treat the vulnerable?                                                                                                                            

Qualitative study of authoritative ethics documents.                                                                                                                   

Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved, 2016       

- Hurst S. Bioethics, 2008

- Vannotti M. Le métier de médecin, 2006 

- Benaroyo L. Éthique et responsabilité en médecine, 2006
Hyun Kim D, Rockwood K. Frailty in Older Alduts. NEJM, 2024

10

Populations in situations of vulnerability
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MEDICAL Vulnerability

Somatic

Mental

Risk behavior

Disability

+ SOCIAL Vulnerability

Low socio-economic status

Poor health literacy

Forced migration

Minority

CLINICAL Vulnerability

Risk of inadequate care in terms of quality   

(access, prevention, diagnosis, quality of care, referral, follow-up)

Bodenmann P, Madrid C, Wolff. Vulnérabilités et santé : une nouvelle rubrique, RMS, 2009

Populations in situations of vulnerability

11

Populations in situation of vulnerability
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Equities

Copyright:                                                                                                                            

Département Vulnérabilités et médecine sociale (DVMS) / Unisanté et                                                       

Chaire de médecine des populations en situation de vulnérabilité / FBM - UNIL

Equality Clinical equity Institutional equity Structural equity

12

COVID 19, pandemia
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Cross cultural competencies

P Bodenmann, F Vu, S paroz, Y Jackson, A green, M Dominice Dao. Compétences cliniques transculturelles: l’expérience en Suisse romande

Dans Vulnérabilités en santé : à la recherche de l’équité,. P. Bodenmann, Y. Jackson, F. Vu, H. Wolff. Editions Médecine et hygiène, avril 2022.

13

Trialogue
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The Transcultural Clover

Address 
language and 

literacy

Engage in 
negotiation

Assess cross-
cultural issues 

Determine
social context

Explore 
illness/ 

treatment 
beliefs

14

Evidence
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Intersectionality

15

Messages, questions, how can we help?
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Pregraduate level, others
➢ Master years (M1, M2):

• Working in jail

• Health literacy

• Intersectionality, interprofessional approach

➢ Optional course (B3, M1) with R Tan, MD-PhD; sometimes with nurses

• « Against health inequities: yes we can! »

• 2008, 251 students

• 12 afternoons, around 20 speakers

➢ Master thesis (3 / year) with V Garziol, Dr Sc-PhD

➢ Internship (1 month) with Luc Musard and the chief residents

16
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Panorama
Pregraduate level (Lausanne, Fribourg, Geneva)

- Medical students, 1st year and  3rd year of Bachelor

- Medical students, 1st and second year of Master

- Optional course

- Master thesis

- Internship

Postgraduate level (Unisanté, CHUV)

- Residents and chief residents 

Continuous teaching

- CAS (Geneva, Lausanne-M Avendaño)

- Summer school (P Bodenmann, J Marti)

- National (Pharma Montana, Quadrimed, Scienes Po Paris) and International congresses (SSMI, SGIM, 
Sciences Po Paris…Lisbon)

19
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EXTRA 1 :

JOURNEE INTRODUCTIVE

Patients vulnérables & 

ressources internes

EXTRA 2 :

VISITE DS LA COMMUNAUTE

Patients vulnérables & 

ressources externes

COURS 1 :

FAIRE FACE AUX PROBLEMES 
LINGUISTIQUES ET DE 

LITTERATIE

COURS 2 :

DETERMINER LE CONTEXTE 
SOCIAL

COURS 3 : 

EXPLORER LES CROYANCES, 
STEREOTYPES ET BIAIS 

INCONSCIENTS

COURS  4:

ENTRER EN NEGOCIATION

Cross cultural competencies: curriculum
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- Medical students, 1st and second year of Master

- Optional course

- Master thesis

- Internship

Postgraduate level (Unisanté, CHUV)

- Residents and chief residents 

Continuous teaching

- CAS (Geneva, Lausanne-M Avendaño)

- Summer school (P Bodenmann, J Marti)
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Sciences Po Paris…Lisbon)
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Panorama
Pregraduate level (Lausanne, Fribourg, Geneva)

✓ Medical students, 1st year and  3rd year of Bachelor

✓ Medical students, 1st and second year of Master

✓ Optional course

✓ Master thesis

✓ Internship

Postgraduate level (Unisanté, CHUV)

✓ Residents and chief residents 

Continuous teaching

✓ CAS

✓ Summer school

✓ National (Pharma Montana, Quadrimed, Ciences Po Paris) and International congresses (SSMI, SGIM, 
Lisbon)

25

Thank you for your attention!

patrick.bodenmann@unisante.ch

mailto:patrick.bodenmann@unisante.ch
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